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She was charming and tactful and she had a natural
gift for social life, but the intricate ways of her father's
ceremonious Court, too, had to be studied. It was
extremely important to remember who took precedence
over whom at a function at the Hofburg. Lady Mary
Wortley Montagu was highly amused when she found
how seriously the courtiers took their rank in Vienna.

" Tis not long since/' she once wrote, " that two
coaches meeting in the narrow street at night, the ladies
in them not being able to adjust the ceremonial of which
would go back, sat there with equal gallantry till two
in the morning, and were both so fully determined to
die upon the spot rather than yield in a point of that
importance, that the street would never have been
cleared till their deaths, if the Emperor had not sent his
guards to part them, and even then they refused to stir,
till the expedient could be found out by taking them
both out in chairs, exactly in the same moment."

Maria Theresa, who was later to be so tactless with
her own family, knew instinctively how to propitiate
strangers. Even as a child she showed that she was
a born diplomat. "Always," Foscarini, the Venetian
Ambassador in Vienna once wrote of her, " she says and
does the right thing." At a very early age she under-
stood the rigid etiquette at the Court and she often
contributed to the entertainment of the courtiers. All
her contemporaries agree that she had a charming voice,
she was a good dancer, and her paintings done when
she was a very young girl show that she was very
proficient.

When she performed in amateur theatricals at the
Court, every one was delighted. " She was marvellous,"
her mother once wrote to her brother in Brunswick; and
Molitaris, a visitor in Vienna, grew lyrical after one of